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They have been nominated by their peers, 
without any prior knowledge, and the 
judges have had the unenviable task of 
selecting our finalists from an impressive 
list of candidates. At a time when there is 
increased awareness and global concern 
for the decline in the planet’s biodiversity 
and the impact of climate change, the 
achievements of our winners and finalists 
should be an inspiration to us all. They 
richly deserve the recognition we are 
bestowing upon them tonight through 
these awards.

Tusk is indebted to all our partners tonight 
and without whom these awards would 
not be possible; most notably the very 
generous and continued support of our 
headline partner, Ninety One. Likewise, 
we are extremely grateful to Land 
Rover, The Nick Maughan Foundation, 
ISPS Handa, Fortemus & Maia Films, 
DHL, Mantis Group, Shelton Fleming, 
Patrick Mavros, Justerini & Brooks and 
EJF Philanthropies for their additional 
sponsorship & support.  

I hope you enjoy the evening. 

Welcome

It is so good to be able to host a ‘live’ 
event again after the immense challenges 
that the pandemic has caused globally. 
We are delighted to bring this ceremony 
to The British Film Institute and are 
particularly honoured to have our Royal 
Patron, HRH The Duke of Cambridge, 
with us tonight to present these 
prestigious awards. 

The Tusk Conservation Awards were 
instigated in 2013, very much with the 
personal encouragement and involvement 
of The Duke himself. We have always 
shared a belief that there is a clear need 
to recognise and shine a spotlight on the 
amazing work of the remarkable women 
and men committed to protecting Africa’s 
unique and rich biodiversity.  

Each year we have been humbled by the 
stories that the Awards have uncovered 
and this year is no exception; our winners 
and finalists have shown extraordinary 
grit, personal sacrifice and determination 
in their efforts to preserve the continent’s 
precious wildlife, its forests and wild 
landscapes. 

Charlie Mayhew MBE
Chief Executive, Tusk Trust

Welcome to the 2021 Tusk Conservation Awards.
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Hendrik du Toit
Founder and Chief Executive 
Officer, Ninety One

Once again, we are deeply grateful to 
Tusk’s royal patron, HRH The Duke of 
Cambridge, for lending his voice and 
support to this important cause.

Over the past 40 years, the world’s wildlife 
population has decreased by more than 
half and some of the planet’s most iconic 
species, many of which call the continent 
of Africa their home, are on the brink of 
extinction. The destruction has reached 
levels never seen before in history. Now is 
the time to act.

We congratulate all the nominees for 
their outstanding achievements. Only by 
celebrating the successful efforts of these 
extraordinary individuals will we inspire 
many more to join the struggle for the very 
survival of our planet as we know it.

As the world lifts from the Covid-19 
induced slowdown, it is important that we 
focus our attention not only on the effect 
that the past 18 months has had on those 
around us, but also on the enormous 
impact it has had on our natural world.

Whilst the initial lockdown resulted in 
reduced pollution and wild animals 
expanding their range, there is no doubt 
that the lack of tourism, coupled with 
the economic devastation wreaked by 
the pandemic, has resulted in a decline 
in funding for conservation efforts and a 
sharp increase in poaching. Nowhere else 
is this more acutely felt than in Africa.

Tonight, we honour and celebrate the 
enormous efforts of a few extraordinarily 
dedicated individuals. These unsung 
heroes deserve recognition and respect 
for their work. We are also here to support 
Tusk. Their mission to facilitate the 
interaction between communities across 
Africa, and the wildlife that they sustain, 
plays a critical role in ensuring that the 
continent’s precious natural heritage is not 
lost forever to future generations.

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the ninth annual Tusk Conservation 
Awards in partnership with Ninety One.
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Programme
7.30pm Award ceremony 

hosted by BBC Presenter Kate Silverton
Introduction to the Tusk Conservation Awards 2021

Presentation: The Tusk Wildlife Ranger Award  
Presentation: The Tusk Award for Conservation in Africa
Presentation: The Prince William Award for Conservation  in Africa 

Closing remarks
by HRH The Duke of Cambridge, KG KT

Ceremony ends

8.25pm

8.30pm

The Tusk Conservation Awards celebrate the work of leading African 
conservationists; dedicated individuals who are successfully conserving Africa’s 
natural heritage.

The vulnerability of African conversation has never been more prominent due 
to the devastating impact of Covid-19, particularly affecting those protecting 
wildlife and communities on the frontline. With the economy, wildlife and tourism 
industry still at significant risk, threats to undo years of conservation work across 
the continent still continue. 

The Awards, which have been developed by Tusk in partnership with Ninety 
One will champion tonights finalists creating a platform to promote their work 
and funding to develop and expand their remit.

In a weeks time Tusk will be broadcasting a behind the scenes Awards 
programme, from www.tuskawards.com/2021event, where you’ll be able to 
hear more from our winners and some of Tusk’s Ambassadors, as well as re-live 
some of this evening’s celebrations.

The Tusk Conservation Awards would not have been possible without the 
support and generosity of this evening’s co-sponsors – Land Rover, ISPS Handa 
Foundation, The Nick Maughan Foundation, DHL, Fortemus & Maia Films, The 
Mantis Group, Patrick Mavros, Shelton Fleming and EJF Philanthropies. 
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What a difference a year makes. There’s not many 
good things to say about a pandemic but it has 
rallied the world to understand our connectedness 
and responsibility to each other and nature. 

For this reason, we are again proud to be partners 
on Tusk’s journey to make the world a better place 
for all its inhabitants. Tusk reaches to the heart of 
what makes us all human:  community, compassion 
and the power of innovation. 

Shelton Fleming, experts in hybrid and live events, 
believes in empowering sustainable change. 

Visit www.sheltonfleming.com





The Awards



#PowerOfSports www.ispsgolf.com | #ISPSHANDA

SUPPORTS

As the world sees unprecedented changes and the threats to the natural world, ISPS HANDA is honoured to 
be a long-standing partner of Tusk and its endeavour to raise awareness and support for the conservation 
of Africa's unique biodiversity. 

ISPS HANDA is delighted to be part of the 2021
Tusk Conservation Awards

We would like to congratulate all of the nominees for the awards, whose conservation efforts offer hope
for the Earth and its countless creatures.

Enda Kenny
ISPS HANDA Patron
Former Prime Minister of
the Republic of Ireland

RT Hon Sir John Key
ISPS HANDA Patron
Former Prime Minister of
New Zealand

DR HARUHISA HANDA
ISPS HANDA FOUNDER
& CHAIRMAN

Peter Phillips 
ISPS HANDA Patron-UK

Hon Tony Abbott
ISPS HANDA Patron
Former Prime Minister of
Australia
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The Prince William Award for 
Conservation in Africa

This award is a lifetime achievement, 
which recognises outstanding 
dedication and exceptional 
continued contribution to 
conservation in Africa.

The winner will be announced this 
evening and awarded with a trophy 
and a grant of £100,000 towards 
their work over three years. 

This award has been generously 
sponsored by Ninety One

The Tusk Wildlife Ranger Award

This award recognises the dedication 
and commitment of an individual who 
works in the field on a daily basis to 
protect Africa’s wildlife.

The winner will be presented a trophy 
and a grant of £30,000 towards their 
work, over three years. 

This award has been generously 
sponsored by The Nick Maughan 
Foundation.

The Tusk Award for Conservation 
in Africa

This is given to an individual judged 
to be emerging as a leading 
conservationist, in recognition of their 
outstanding contribution to conservation 
and considerable success shown in their 
chosen field.

The judges have selected three finalists 
for the 2021 Tusk Award. The winner 
will be announced during the awards 
ceremony tonight. 

The three finalists are:

•	 Caleb Ofori-Boateng – Herp 
Conservation Ghana (page 12)

•	 Julie	Razafimanahaka – 
Madagasikara Voakajy (page 13)

•	 Rachel Ikemeh – SW/Niger Delta 
Forest Project (page 14)

The winner will be presented a trophy 
and a grant of £75,000 towards their 
work, over three years. The two finalists 
will receive a grant of £20,000 towards 
their chosen project. 

This award has been generously 
sponsored by Land Rover

Three awards will be presented this evening:

9



Change makes 
us determined

At Ninety One, we believe 
that by supporting 
conservation in Africa, 
we are investing in a better 
tomorrow. We are proud  
to have partnered with  
Tusk since 2013; by working 
together we can make  
a difference. 

Congratulations to all 
of tonight’s nominees. 

#ForAllTheyDo

Ninety One is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Investments involve risk; losses may be made

NinetyOne_TCA21_Advert_v06.indd   1NinetyOne_TCA21_Advert_v06.indd   1 29/10/2021   15:24:3229/10/2021   15:24:32



Simson   
Uri-Khob
Namibia

in cash income and other benefits for 
conservancy members. The communities 
use this revenue to employ locally-
recruited rangers, provide education and 
health improvements and help for farmers.

Simson has a very special gift in his 
ability to promote rhino conservation. He 
epitomises successful conservation and 
what it means to be both a grassroots 
leader but also one with international 
respect and gravitas. It is impossible 
not to feel his passion, commitment and 
heart for protecting rhino and ensuring his 
rangers are given the support they need 
and they deserve to continue their tireless 
and often thankless work.

Simson Uri Khob has dedicated a lifetime 
to the protection of a critical population 
of desert-adapted black rhino in Namibia. 
Over thirty-years he has risen through 
the ranks from a tracker to the CEO of 
Namibia’s premier rhino conservation 
organisation. Without his steadfast loyalty 
and hard work for Save the Rhino Trust 
(SRT) this unique rhino population would 
simply not exist. His ability to connect 
with and inspire not only his team, but 
traditional leaders, politicians, donors and 
even royalty has earned him worldwide 
admiration. 

When Simson joined the SRT in the 
early 1990s, Namibia’s black rhino 
population – the only free ranging black 
rhino population in the world – was just 
back from the brink of almost complete 
decimation after a terrible drought and 
surge of poaching in the 1980s. Namibia’s 
successful anti-poaching measures have 
been largely driven by local communities 
themselves with support from SRT and 
its partners. Today, rhino numbers have 
increased and conservancies have 
generated more than US$10 million 

Prince William Award for Conservation in Africa - Winner

I will always stand up, go to work 
and face every challenge to make 
sure that our rhinos are safe for  
the future generations and all  
the children growing   
up now.

“
”
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amphibian breeding and re-introduction 
programme, as well as the restoration of 100 
hectares of degraded amphibian habitat.

Caleb is a champion for species’ 
considered uncharismatic by most, 
but which are critical to ecosystems. 
Qualified as Ghana’s first herpetologist, 
his work is truly pioneering and has 
resulted in the discovery of new frogs and 
several populations that were thought 
to be extinct.  Through his NGO Herp 
Conservation Ghana, he has raised 
nationwide awareness and is changing 
hearts and minds about the importance of 
amphibians. 

One of his foremost achievements 
has been the establishment of the 
first protected area for endangered 
amphibians, a 60km2 reserve in eastern 
Ghana’s Togo-Volta Hills. Even more 
impressively part of the land was 
donated by the community. This is the 
result of ‘conservation evangelism’ - an 
innovative behaviour change approach he 
developed which marries religious beliefs 
with scientific knowledge. As a result, he 
has strong community and grassroots 
support.

At a national level, Caleb’s work 
with government partners has had 
a significant impact on amphibian 
conservation in Ghana, including new 
municipal laws being established 
to prohibit hunting of endangered 
amphibians. His collaborations with 
government have resulted in the active 
participation of Ghana Wildlife Division 
in the management of the new reserve 
he established. He is currently working 
on another partnership with the Forestry 
Research Institute of Ghana on an 

Tusk Award for Conservation in Africa - Finalist

Dr. Caleb   
Ofori-Boateng
Ghana

My father didn’t make money protecting 
wildlife when he died. In many ways, I 
didn’t want to put my children through 
that. But I will never regret this decision 
because I’m making an impact. I’m saving 
species. I’m helping improve people’s lives. 
I would rather be poor and do this than be 
a rich man and not do this.

Caleb is undoubtedly an inspiration to many 
young Ghanaians charting their conservation 
career paths in Western Africa’s nascent 
conservation sector. 
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Julie’s success has largely been 
attributable to her admirable relationship 
with communities. She strives to achieve 
conservation through consensus not 
enforcing her views.

“There has always been a perception 
that local communities are the cause of 
degradation and that educated people 
who’ve been to university have the right 
ideas on how to protect nature,” she 
explains.

“But that’s changing. Communities are 
listening to us, and we are listening to 
communities as well. I feel like if we’d left 
it a few more years then it would have 
been impossible to change. But now we 
still have time.”

Julie is a person with a deep concern 
for nature, but also a love for, and 
understanding of people. Through 
her determination and charisma her 
grassroots work has established four 
protected areas and preserved many 
species, from fruit bats, to frogs, to 
baobabs! As a young Malagasy woman 
her work has influenced conservation 
leadership in Madagascar and she is an 
inspiration to others. 

Since she started in 2003, the number 
of known bat species in the country has 
increased from 52 to over 100. But it is 
her leadership of Madagasikara Voakajy 
(Ma-Voa) which has had long term and 
significant impact. 

To date, her achievements have been 
impressive: a study on bushmeat hunting 
is being used to lobby a change in law; 
seven protected wildlife areas have 
been established across the country; an 
education programme is shaping a future 
generation of conservationists; and a 
pioneering project hopes to guarantee 
protection of the Grandidier’s baobab tree 
by establishing a fair-trade market for the 
fruit.

Tusk Award for Conservation in Africa - Finalist

We want to have to see big changes 
happening in communities. But we 
must allow time for communities 
– and for us – to make the change. 
Change takes time. It takes 
perseverance and repetition.   
We need to listen and accept that.

Julie
Razafimanahaka
Madagascar

“
”
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and is the only conservation project 
working on the species. Rachel has been 
successful in creating the Ise Forest 
Conservation Area and her organisation is 
currently managing the area. She has also 
led the creation of the Apoi Community 
Conservation Area in the Niger Delta; only 
Nigeria’s second community conservancy.

As founder and director of the SW/
Niger Delta Forest Project, Rachel has 
successfully halted widespread forest loss 
and saved two critical primate species on 
the brink of extinction. Her persistence 
in working in one of the most insecure 
regions in the world, building strong 
community relations, establishing and 
managing two protected areas, is highly 
commendable and deserves recognition. 

With no formal background in science 
or biology, a career working in nature 
was accidental. After graduating from 
university with a degree in Public 
Administration, she applied for jobs 
and ended up with an internship at the 
Wildlife Conservation Society. In 2012 
Rachel she established the SW/Niger 
Delta Forest Project and has served as 
its director ever since. This organisation 
is a small but highly effective grassroots 
conservation NGO that works closely 
with local stakeholders while meeting the 
conservation needs of its target species. 
Her current work spans over 5,000km2 of 
forest areas. 

Responsible for the country’s first 
scientific lion study, she’s also been 
instrumental in creating two conservation 
areas in the Niger Delta and the 
southwest, providing vital protection for 
species such as the highly endangered 
Niger Delta red colobus monkey and the 
Nigeria-Cameroon chimpanzee.

The Niger Delta red colobus is one of the 
25 most endangered primates; Rachel’s 
work has prevented its extinction  

Tusk Award for Conservation in Africa - Finalist

I’ve always believed the only limits you 
ever have in life, even as a woman, are the 
ones you set for yourself. I don’t see limits. 
I’ve never seen challenge as a challenge.   
I don’t know the word impossible.

“ ”From militants, terrorists and illegal 
loggers, the dangers lurking inside 
Nigeria’s forests are endless. But the 
threats have never been enough to deter 
Rachel from her line of work.

Rachel Ikemeh
Nigeria
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WORKING REMOTELY
LAND ROVER DEFENDER

Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the 22MY Land Rover Defender range (excluding PHEV) in mpg (I/100km): Combined 18.7-32.8 (15.1-8.6). Official WLTP Emissions 340-226g/km. PHEV in mpg (l/100km): 
Combined 72.4-85.6 (3.9-3.3). CO2 Emissions 88-74g/km. The figures provided are as a result of official manufacturer’s tests in accordance with EU legislation. For comparison purposes only. Real world figures may 
differ. CO2 and fuel economy figures may vary according to factors such as driving styles, environmental conditions, load, wheel fitment and accessories fitted.

BOOK A TEST DRIVE
The Land Rover Defender doesn’t just have the strength, it has  
the intelligence. Inside that muscular body is an incredible brain.  
With technology built around a smartphone-like interface, it’s 
completely intuitive. Always on, ready for work immediately.  
And the all-new infotainment system, Pivi Pro, provides a seamless, 
streamlined experience. This is 21st century technology for 21st 
century adventurers. Defender. An icon in a category of one. 

For more information contact your local Retailer.  
Visit landrover.co.uk



The Nick Maughan Foundation (NMF.org) is dedicated 
to supporting wildlife conservation efforts across the 
globe. NMF has committed to support Tusk’s mission 
to amplify the impact of progressive conservation 
initiatives across Africa.
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Yankari is important to Nigeria not only for 
its wildlife but also for regional security. 
Surrounding communities rely on Yankari’s 
rangers for security. His dedication to 
the community is underpinned by the 
understanding that they are critical to the 
future of the reserve. 

Although a ranger, Suleiman’s passion 
exceeds anti-poaching patrols, he 
regularly leads school visits to Yankari 
as part of school outreach programmes 
and patiently explains to students the 
importance of wildlife conservation.

There are few rangers as capable and 
dedicated as Suleiman. His career growth 
and dedication are a clear indication that 
Nigeria’s natural habitats and wildlife have 
a future. 

Suleiman is selfless, dedicated, brave 
and exceptional in many ways, but his 
foremost virtue is his integrity. His most 
laudable achievement has been the 
transformation of Yankari’s National Park 
ranger corps from a highly compromised 
group to a motivated, disciplined, 
competent and widely respected force. 
While fighting corruption in Nigeria is 
a difficult and dangerous thing to do, 
Suleiman has remained steadfast.  

Employed by the Nigeria National Park 
Service in 1999 as a park ranger, he has 
progressed through the ranks to become 
a Senior Field Ranger. A consummate 
team player and leader, no operation 
is too dangerous for Suleiman to lead. 
This has inspired confidence in his team 
and as a result cut down on the rate of 
elephant poaching in the reserve. Prior 
to 2014, as many as 20 elephants were 
killed by poachers in the reserve annually. 
Since 2015, only one elephant carcass 
has been recorded. Suleiman has done  
all of this with a strict adherence to   
the law and an unfailing respect   
for human rights.

Tusk Wildlife Ranger Award - Winner

The	life	of	a	ranger	is	a	very	difficult	
one. It is demanding and it is risky. 
However, it is our work that has 
helped	to	save	the	remaining	flora	
and fauna all over the world.

“ ”

Suleiman   
Saidu
Nigeria
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Silver Candelabra for adventurers

We would like to thank the following individuals and companies for their very 
kind help and support with this event.
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Jeremy Gardiner
Justerini & Brooks
Kate Silverton
Katherine Jenkins
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TAKE YOUR BUSINESS  
TO THE WORLD
Whether you’re already going 
global or you’re just beginning 
your export journey, we can 
support you. 

Find out how DHL Express can 
deliver for you at dhlguide.co.uk 
or call us on 01332 828402.



I T ’ S  R A R E  T O  A C C E S S  S U C H  A  P O W E R F U L  
F I N E  W I N E  P O R T F O L I O

Justerini & Brooks. Portfolio, expertise and personal service.
Justerinis.com






